GB Women – Latina Cup
27.05.11



Thailand 3-1 GB (22-25, 25-14, 25-23, 25-12)

This prestigious event had finally arrived and it was time for GB Women to face Thailand in the first game of the Latina Cup which was live on TV across Peru. GB continued in their preparation for the Olympics and continue to face World Class opposition. (Thailand ranked 14th).

The first set began with GB racing into an early lead thanks to Wicks with three quick points. Sandell was next to contribute with two quick kills opening up a 7-3 lead. Thailand began to find their rhythm and slowly increased their serve pressure closing the early lead GB had gained. With the score at 12-12 both teams were attacking well with Michel and Sandell continuing to score for GB and Thailand’s Luangtonglang replying. Thailand led 16-15 at the second technical. Coach Audrey Cooper once again reminded the players of the game plan and how to beat this team and the players responded well trading again until at 20-18. Grace Carter then scored three quick points with two kill blocks and a slide attack with Beattie also contributing with two quick kills. GB then sided out and won the set 25-22.

GB once again showed they can match these top teams and outplay them in all departments.

The second set started evenly but both teams were making unforced errors from the serve line and in reception. Thailand led at the first technical 8-7. Thailand’s serve pressure was still increasing and Bertelli was standing firm rising to the challenge. Thailand’s Thinkaow was becoming an increasing danger with her quick slide attacks allowing them to lead 16-12 at the second technical. Thailand continued to serve very tough in this set allowing Thailand to take the win 25-14.

GB came out fighting again in the third set with Carter recording another early kill. Luangtongland was also finding her rhythm now and finding gaps in the GB block. Thailand led 8-6 at the first technical. These teams were playing some top class Volleyball now and outsmarting each other on numerous occasions. Michel and Sandell continued to score with replies from Thailand’s offence. Thailand led 16-15 at the second technical. With the set in the balance and teams trading well it was Sandell and Beattie who helped the GB team draw level at 22-22 again after good passing and distribution from Bertelli and Wicks. GB were here at the business end of the set again against top class opposition but a great serve from Supamool turned the balance and helped Thailand win 25-23.

The fourth set began with the teams trading and the scores level at 4-4. Thailand’s defence was improving as was there serve pressure and this had an effect on the set with the GB attackers finding it difficult to find the floor. Thailand won four points in a row and continued to increase their lead going into the second technical at 16-8. Thailand were serving very tough now and although Carter continued to score GB made too many errors in this set losing 25-12.


Key Stats:

Serve Receive: 		Team: 2.06 from 89
Bertelli: 2.27 from 33 balls

Kills/Efficiency: 		Team: 38 / 20.37%
Carter: 8 / 61.5%
Michel: 8 / 28.6%

Blocks:			Team: 8
Michel 2, Carter 2

MVP:			Grace Carter


Squad:
2. Lucy Wicks, 6. Jenn Taylor, 7. Maria Bertelli (Libero), 8. Rachel Bragg, 9. Jo Morgan, 10. Lynne Beattie (Captain), 12. Lizzie Reid, 14.Victoria Palmer, 15. Stacey O’Connor, 17. Janine Sandell, 18. Grace Carter, 19. Ciara Michel

