GB Women – Tour of Peru
Match 4 – Moquegua - 24.05.11

Peru v GB

Peru 3-0 (25-22, 25-21, 25-10)

GB arrived for their final preparation match for the Latina Cup in great spirits and ready to take on Peru. Another huge crowd of around 3000 eagerly anticipated the players arrival.

The game began with 2 strong attacks from Peru before the teams traded points, Peru leading 8-6 at the first technical time out. Strong passing from Sandell and Bertelli allowed Bragg, Michel and Beattie to surge GB into a 12-11 lead. GB were once again proving they can more than compete with this top side. Both teams then continued to trade points with more outstanding defence from Bertelli. Peru went into the next technical 16-15. The resilience of these players continued to show and the determination always evident. Sandell produced two quick kills followed by two errors by the opposition to level the scores at 22-22. After a missed serve by GB, Beattie then played a great roll shot down the line which to everyone’s amazement was called out. This took the score to 24-22 before Uribe finished the set off.

The second set was soon underway and the GB women once again took the game to their South American opponents. The offence was flowing and Wicks was starting to dominate the plays. Ortiz for Peru quickly responded with 4 quick kills although GB still led at the first technical 8-7. Sandell and Michel continued to cause the opposition problems with smart attacking and kill blocks. GB now led 14-12 and the Peruvians seemed rattled. The mid section of the set again was a turning point in favour of Peru with the captain Soto and powerful middle Uribe scoring twice each. Michel and Beattie immediately responded, tying the scores at 18-18. With the teams going head to head three errors by GB allowed the opponents the upper hand completing the set 25-21.

Peru started well in the third and came out firing. A combination of passing errors and strong offence from Ortiz and Soto allowed Peru to lead 8-2 at the first technical. It was evident that the GB players were starting to fatigue, both physically and mentally and never got going in this set. The Peruvians piled the pressure on the GB women opening up a 16-3 lead at the second technical. The introduction of Taylor helped the GB offence and her clever hitting (4 kills from 6) brought the score back to 24-10. Peru closed out the set and match 25-10.

This four series match has proved invaluable to the entire programme as it has allowed GB to evolve their style of play and to explore different starting line ups. Although no wins have arrived the team has competed at a top level with the Peruvians (ranked 15th) and has got into winnable positions in the majority of the sets. The teams serve receive has been solid during these 4 games and allowed the setter to create open net and 1v1 situations for the offence to exploit. GB now need to build on their consistency and take advantage of these winnable positions at the business end of the sets.

Key Stats:



Serve Receive:

Team: 2.18 from 65




Bertelli: 2.35 from 23




Sandell: 2.82 from 11

Kills/Efficiency:

Team: 26 / 9.76%




Taylor 4 / 66.7%




Michel 4/ 30%

Blocks:


Team: 6




Michel : 2

MVP:


Maria Bertelli

Squad: 
2. Lucy Wicks, 4. Rachel Laybourne 6. Jenn Taylor, 7. Maria Bertelli (Libero), 
8. Rachel Bragg  9. Jo Morgan, 10. Lynne Beattie (Captain), 12. Lizzie Reid, 15. Stacey O’Connor, 17. Janine Sandell, 18. Grace Carter, 19. Ciara Michel

